A New Normal? by Green, Richard
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impact	of	increased	reliance	on	technology,	such	as	the	loss	of	privacy	and,	as	Naomi	Klein3	has	
written,	“…	we	face	real	and	hard	choices	between	investing	in	humans	and	investing	in	
technology.	Because	the	brutal	truth	is	that,	as	it	stands,	we	are	very	unlikely	to	do	both.”	
	
For	education	and	D&T	the	biggest	caveat	has	to	be	that	any	chance	of	major	change	will	be	
significantly	greater	if	Nick	Gibb’s	vice-like	grip	on	the	Schools’	Minister	post	is	wrested	from	
him	-	but	let's	think	positively!	One	of	the	Government’s	pandemic	mantras	has	been,	“We	
follow	the	science,”	so	we	can	but	hope	that	the	New	Normal	sees	the	return	of	education	
policy	that	is	research-based	and	evidence-led;	a	move	away	from	examinations	to	increased	
reliance	on	teacher	assessment;	a	rebalancing	of	the	curriculum	with	increased	priority	given	to	
creative	and	technical	subjects;	a	development	of	high	quality,	online	learning	to	support	in-
school	activity;	and	access	for	teachers	to	affordable	and	accessible	online	CPD	-	just	to	name	a	
few.	If	only	some	of	these	come	to	fruition	then	the	educational	New	Normal	could	be	a	huge	
step	in	a	very	positive	direction.	
	
1	World	Health	Organisation;	www.who.int/health-topics/climate-change#tab=tab_1	
2	Green	New	Deal	UK;	www.greennewdealuk.org	
3	Naomi	Klein;	The	Guardian;	19.5.20;	“How	big	tech	plans	to	profit	from	the	pandemic.”		
 
